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         February 20, 2007  
Is it Possible to See the Girls? 

 
Abstract: Discrimination and violence against adolescent girls takes place in the 
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discrimination, oppression and violence indicate that this service was not reaching all 
the girls in distress and was not sufficiently responsive to the girls' full range of needs. 
The situation facing young girls in distress described in this paper is based on findings 
of a study conducted by the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute as part of the "Girls on 
the Map!" initiative, as well as on other studies conducted in Israel. 
 
5. I will assert that there are three main reasons for discrimination against and 
oppression of young girls: 
 

• Girls are not "seen" by many people, and since they are invisible, there is no 
attention to them and to their needs. Violence against them becomes 
permissible, and their distress is imperceptible. Since they are raised while 
being socialized towards self-silencing, a coalition of invisibility is woven 
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Hebrew) revealed that although the girls tended to complete Miftanim with a 
greater measure of success than the boys, a much lower percentage of girls 
than boys managed to continue their studies or find a regular job. Moreover, a 
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“Girls on the Map!” Pilot Programs  
18.  In all of the following eight current programs, girls from different sectors of 
Israeli society and socio-economic backgrounds participate: native-born Israelis, girls 
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the Girls on the Map initiative,  originally supported solely by the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, now receive additional Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, the 
Sacta-Rashi Foundation and Israel's National Insurance Institute.  

• Additionally, the professional and organizational cooperation is influencing 
government policy by involving government ministries in the joint 
development of innovative models to respond to previously unmet needs. 
These pilot models, which are accompanied by research studies, receive 
government funding and are implemented with the understanding that, if 
successful, they will be disseminated by the ministry through a combination of 
shifting priorities and budget allocations. For example, groundwork is being 
laid currently with the Ministry of Social Affairs to replicate the ADI Center 
in additional locations.  

• The initiative is motivating government ministries to develop their own 
training program for personnel working with adolescent girls. For example, 
the Ministry of Education is now training staff who work with teenagers to 
identify and care for high-risk adolescent girls. 

 
“Girls on the Map!” – The Challenges Ahead 
 
28.  Despite the achievements and the successes of the “Girls on the Map!” initiative 
to date, we still confront three primary challenges. The first challenge is further 
strengthening the initiative and stabilizing the programs so that these opportunities 
and interventions become standard in the package of services offered to young girls. 
Moreover, the programs must be established as responses available to all girls who 
might require them, interventions practiced countrywide rather than a unique model 
applied in one location. The second challenge involves extending gender-sensitive 
approaches to all services and frameworks that work with children and youth, as well 
as educating professionals as to the differences between boys and girls and to the 
unique life situations of young girls which mandate sensitivity and appropriate 
responses. Finally, we need to address the reality that while girls from different 
backgrounds and cultures living in Israel share many common experiences, they also 
live in different worlds and hence have different needs. Therefore, we must improve 
the cultural sensitivity of our program for young girls.  
 
 


